THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

father's penis incorporated by his mother is worked over by the well-
known mechanism of displacement on to the less disturbing fear of
the maternal penis. The fear of the paternal penis incorporated by
the mother is so overwhelming, because at this early stage of develop-
ment the principle of pars pro toto holds good and the penis also
represents the father in person. Thus the penis inside the mother re-
presents a combination of father and mother in one person,1 this
combination being regarded as a particularly terrifying and threaten-
ing one. As I pointed out earlier, at its period of maximal strength
the child's sadism is centred round coitus between his parents. The
death-wishes he feels against them during the primal scene or in his
primal phantasies are associated with sadistic phantasies which are
extraordinarily rich in content and which involve the sadistic des-
truction of his parents both singly and together.

The child also has phantasies in which his parents destroy each
other by means of their genitals and excrements which are felt to be
dangerous weapons. These phantasies have important effects and are
very numerous, containing such ideas as that the penis, incorporated
in the mother, turns into a dangerous animal or into weapons loaded
with explosive substances; or that her vagina, too, is transformed
into a dangerous animal or some instrument of death, as, for
instance, a poisoned mouse-trap. Since such phantasies are wish-
phantasies and since his sexual theories are largely fed by sadistic
desires, the child has a sense of guilt about the injuries which, in his
phantasy, his parents inflict on each other.

In addition to the quantitative increase which the child's sadism
undergoes at every point of origin, qualitative changes take place
in it and serve to heighten it still further. In the later part of the
sadistic phase, the child's imaginary attacks on his object, which are
of a very violent nature and made by every method at the disposal
of his sadism, become extended to include secret and surreptitious
attacks by particularly subtle methods, which make them all the
more dangerous. In the first part of this phase, for instance, where
open violence reigns, excrements are regarded as instruments of
direct assault; but later they acquire significance as substances of an
explosive or poisonous kind. All these elements taken together give
rise to sadistic phantasies whose number, variety and richness are all
but inexhaustible. Moreover, these sadistic impulses against his

11 have noticed in boys' analyses time and again that attempts to attack me
were directed more especially against my head or feet or nose. The analysis of
these attacks showed that they were directed against these parts of the body not
only as such, but that my head, feet and nose symbolized the penis. I have
found that it was not the female penis which they were thus attacking but the
father's penis which had been incorporated in me or affixed to my person.
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